April 25th, 2008 

To the Canadian Goalball Community:
The purpose of this letter is to notify you that I am retiring from the sport of Goalball and therefore am relinquishing my position as a member of the Canadian National Men’s Goalball Team.  

As you can imagine, after twenty-two seasons of Goalball, participation in three Paralympic Games, three World Championships, and several other provincial, national, and international competitions, arriving at this decision has been exceptionally difficult.  Although the timing may seem inconceivable to some with the Paralympics rapidly approaching, I have become acutely aware during this past season that my body isn’t responding favorably to the rigors of the sport.  I could persevere, but I know that the long-term ramifications for my personal health could be significant and equally as concerning to me, my ability to perform on the court might be sub-standard and therefore, unfair to my team.  Despite the difficult nature of this decision, I am confident that it is the right one for both me personally and for the team.  
I would be remiss if I didn’t take this opportunity to thank the Canadian Blind Sports Association and the Alberta Sports and Recreation Association for the Blind for the amazing, life-changing opportunities and endless support that have been offered to me over the years. I would also like to thank all of the players and coaches that I have had the privilege of working with, and competing against, over the years.  The impact that each of these people has had on me has been significant and I thank each one for the fond memories.  In particular, I want to express my gratitude to the core of players and coaches that I have teamed up with in Alberta over the years.  I leave the sport believing that there is a very proud Goalball program in Alberta.  
Lastly, I want to thank the players and coaches of the National Men’s team for welcoming me to their team since 2003, for challenging me to be a better player, and for creating some of the most exciting and memorable sport moments that I could have ever dreamed of being a part of.  Choosing not to go forward with this group might be one of the toughest decisions I have ever had to make and I will follow the teams run to Paralympic Gold vicariously and proudly.  I believe that this group of players and coaches have all the characteristics of a winner.  I wish the Program and all the players all the best of luck.  

With sincere appreciation,
Kevin Kaminski

