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NEWS RELEASE

March 1st, 2008
The last best west…
After day one of the 2008 Western Goalball Championships, the hometown “Alberta 2” squad has posted an impressive record in the men’s division finishing the day undefeated at 4 – 0, earning a bye in the first round of tomorrow’s playoffs.  
In the women’s division, Team Saskatchewan sits first and is also undefeated having beat both Alberta and Saskatchewan.  They will look to keep the perfect streak alive as they play their final preliminary game tomorrow, followed by the finals. 
Currently playing as the Saskatchewan centre, Canadian National Team standout Amy Alsop said “we’ve had a great day, we had a game plan coming in and I think we stuck to it.  We really wanted to work on certain things, and I’m proud of the way we’ve played.”  

While these two teams have separated themselves from the pack, everyone advances to tomorrow’s finals meaning all teams still have a shot at the title.

The tournament also features two spirited Junior Teams from Alberta battling in a best of five with “Alberta Junior 1” already up 4 to 0.  Sunday will feature the final match and “Alberta Junior 2” will definitely be looking to spoil the sweep.
Back to the men’s division, first place “Alberta 2’s” veteran Trent Farebrother is playing minus his two usual provincial teammates, but hasn’t missed a step as he has led two juniors to the top of the standings.  He’s quick to share the credit saying “those two young guys are playing extremely well out there today.”

He’d love another chance to play his friends however, going so far as to predict “an all Alberta final.”  It could definitely happen, but here’s a tough test in the ever-improving Team BC that they’ll have to get by first.

No matter how it plays out, it should be an interesting Sunday.

For complete results, please visit http://www.canadianblindsports.ca/eng/goalball/results/2008WesternGoalballChampionships.htm.
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The Canadian Blind Sports Association is the recognized national sports organization for Goalball in Canada and advocates within the sport system on behalf of Canadians who are blind / visually impaired.

Goalball is a fast-paced, Paralympic sport played by athletes who have a visual impairment or who are blind.  Played three on three, on a volley-ball size court, players track the ball by sound as they defend blistering shots upwards of 80 kilometers per hour.

For more information on the Canadian Blind Sports Association please visit: www.canadianblindsports.ca.
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