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Western Goalball Championships Final Results
March 2nd, 2008
Hard Earned Victories All-Around
The 2008 Western Goalball Championships wrapped up today with Team “Alberta 2” defending home ground in the men’s division.  They remain undefeated as they went 6 - 0 en route to the gold.  Team members Trent Farebrother, Aron Ghebreyohannes, and Paul McKnight have a lot to celebrate especially considering that both Aron and Paul still qualify as junior.
When asked how it felt to win in a senior competition Aron said “we started at the bottom and worked our way up.”  Paul added that “as much as Goalball looks physical, it really is a mental game.  You always have to keep focus, know where the ball is, and be ready for it.”
Team Saskatchewan pulled a similar feat on the women’s side, with team members Amy Alsop, Shawna Ryan and Summer Hartzfeld also remaining perfect at 5 – 0 en route to the gold.

Also a member of the Canadian National Development Team, Saskatchewan left-wing Shawna Ryan went straight to the point when asked about the win “it felt great.  Hard work pays off.”
Team BC was easily the most well-rounded team as they finished with a pair of silver medals by taking second in both men’s and women’s competition.  The men mounted a strong comeback in the finals only to fall short by a single goal against “Alberta 2” for the second time in as many days.  The BC women were shut out against Saskatchewan’s all-star defense, but played very well in front of their own net only allowing 2 goals in the process.

The Saskatchewan and Manitoba men’s teams each earned a victory by defeating one another, and two Alberta Junior Teams faced off in 6 spirited exhibition match-ups.  

The Alberta Sports and Recreation Association (ASRAB) did a fantastic job in putting on the Championships, having secured an excellent venue, great volunteers, and scoring big points in the ever-important food category as well.

When asked about the event Marilyn said “it’s great that the tournament is growing each year, with more teams coming, and the competition getting closer.  I think everyone benefits from having a regional Goalball tournament in the West, and now I think they’re ready for Nationals.”

The Canadian Blind Sports Association would like to congratulate Marilyn McIntosh and ASRAB for doing a great job, and would also like to thank all of the volunteer coaches, officials, and others who generously donated their time to make this event a success.
Next up, the BC Blind Sports and Recreation Association (BCBSRA) will host 2008 National Goalball Championships in Kelowna BC between March 15th and 17th.  For more information, or to find out how to become a sponsor or a volunteer please contact Mike Lonergan, BCBSRA program director mike@bcblindsports.bc.ca.

For complete event results, please visit http://www.canadianblindsports.ca/eng/goalball/results/2008WesternGoalballChampionships.htm.
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The Canadian Blind Sports Association is the recognized national sports organization for Goalball in Canada and advocates within the sport system on behalf of Canadians who are blind / visually impaired.

Goalball is a fast-paced, Paralympic sport played by athletes who have a visual impairment or who are blind.  Played three on three, on a volley-ball size court, players track the ball by sound as they defend blistering shots upwards of 80 kilometers per hour.

For more information on the Canadian Blind Sports Association please visit: www.canadianblindsports.ca.
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