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NEWS RELEASE
Semi-Finals Set for 2010 Canadian Blind Sports National Goalball Championships

Day features unexpected results as teams rest top players, prepare for Sunday’s finals

(March 27th 2010 – Calgary, AB) The semi-finals are set at the 2010 Canadian Blind Sports National Goalball Championships as the 14 remaining preliminary round-robin games were played Saturday at the Calgary French and International School in Calgary, Ab.  At the end of the day there were 2 games with a playoff feel as the BC men beat Nova Scotia, while the Quebec women narrowly beat hometown Alberta in situations where the winners advanced to the semis.
After earning nine points each by posting 3 wins in the tournament, and qualifying for Sunday’s semi-finals in the process, both the Quebec and Alberta men’s teams chose to rest their starters, which led to some unpredictable results.  In the end, the Ontario All-Blacks qualify as the top seed finishing 1st by winning 3 games, tying 1, and losing only once for 10 points.  BC finished 2nd, Quebec 3rd, and Alberta 4th –all with an identical 9 points—however, because BC beat Quebec and Alberta beat BC, the tie-breaker was goals differential which BC handily won at plus-17.
The Ontario All-Blacks will take on Alberta in the 1 vs 4 semi-final, while the BC and Quebec will face-off in the 2 vs 3 game.  These are the same 4 teams from last year’s semi-finals, although in a different ranking and pairings.
Team Nova Scotia controlled their own fate as they only had to beat BC in order to qualify for the semi-finals.  They played well and were tied at half, however they ultimately fell short by a score of 7 – 4.  Nova Scotia will now face team Manitoba, who ended up with a win over Alberta in the final game of the day, in the 5th vs 6th classification match at 10:30 am.
On the women’s side, Ontario One and BC each beat the other 3 teams to set up a late afternoon showdown for first place.  Ontario One beat BC 3 to 1 to remain undefeated in a game that could very well be a preview of tomorrow’s gold medal game. With the win Ontario One finishes 1st and will play 4th place Quebec, while BC finishes 2nd and will play 3rd place Ontario Two.  
The young, hometown Alberta squad do not qualify for Sunday after narrowly falling to Team Quebec by a score of 5 to 4.  All 3 starting players are still eligible for the Canadian Blind Sports Junior Goalball Championships, where they are the defending champions from 2009, and they will next be looking forward to defending their title in Brantford in April.
Full scores and standings are below.  Tomorrow’s action starts with women’s semi-finals beginning the day at 8:30 am and the men’s gold medal match concluding the tournament starting at 2:30 pm. Results will be available at www.canadianblindsports.ca on the hour after the games happen, and a full event recap with full results and individual award winners will be circulated Monday morning.

Men’s Games - Scores

Friday

Alberta 5
vs
BC 2

Ontario 11
vs
Manitoba 3

Quebec 11
vs
Nova Scotia 3

BC 13
vs
Manitoba 3

Quebec 6
vs
AB 1

Ontario 3
vs
Nova Scotia 3

Saturday

Ontario 6
vs
BC 3

Quebec 11
vs
Manitoba 5

Alberta 10
vs
Nova Scotia 3

Alberta 6
vs
Ontario 4

BC 11
vs
Quebec 1

N.S. 13
vs
Manitoba 4

Ontario 7
vs
Quebec 2

BC 7

vs
Nova Scotia 4

Manitoba 7
vs
Alberta 3

Men’s Games – Preliminary Standings

3 points for a win, 1 for a tie, 0 for a loss.

1. Ontario

10

2. BC


9 (+17 goals for – goals against)
3. Quebec

9 (+ 4 goals for – goals against)
4. Alberta

9 (+2 goals for – goals against)
5. Nova Scotia
4

6. Manitoba

3
Women’s Games

Friday

1 Ontario 5

vs
Alberta 0

BC 8


vs
2 Ontario 3

1 Ontario 12
vs
Quebec 3

2 Ontario 9

vs
Alberta 3
Saturday

BC 8

vs
Quebec 1

1 Ontario 6
vs
2 Ontario 1

BC 4

vs
Alberta 0

2 Ontario 7
vs
Quebec 2

1 Ontario 3
vs
BC 1

Quebec 5
vs
Alberta 4
Women’s Games – Preliminary Standings 

3 points for a win, 1 for a tie, 0 for a loss.

1 Ontario
12

BC

9 

2 Ontario
6 

Quebec
3 

Alberta
0 

More information about the Paralympic Sport of goalball is available at www.canadianblindsports.ca with a short promo video at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Sjoe5yD7TI. 
Canadian Blind Sports is the recognized national sports organization for Goalball in Canada and advocates within the sport system on behalf of Canadians who are blind / visually impaired.
Goalball is a fast-paced, Paralympic sport played by athletes who have a visual impairment or who are blind.  Played three on three, on a volley-ball size court, players track the ball by sound as they throw and defend blistering shots upwards of 80 kilometers per hour.
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For more information please contact:
Matt Morrow

Canadian Blind Sports
Participation Director / Communications

604.812-6786 mobile

604.410.0480 office
matt@canadianblindsports.ca
