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NEWS RELEASE
Canadian Blind Sports Goalball Teams Make Successful Trips Overseas
Canadian Women Win 2010 Malmo Lady InterCup; 
Canadian Men place 4th in Izola, Slovenia
(Malmo, Sweden / Izola, Slovenia – May 18th 2010) – The Canadian Blind Sports women’s Goalball team that competed at the 2010 Malmo Lady InterCup Goalball Tournament in Sweden this past weekend overcame two preliminary round losses and battled back to win the event.  The Canadian Blind Sports men’s Goalball team that competed in Izola, Slovenia took the opposite route, going undefeated in the round-robin, but ultimately finishing in 4th place.  In both cases, all of the players saw ample court time and gained important international experience, while coaches from both tournaments were pleased with the results.
The Canadian women’s team for the Malmo Lady InterCup went 3 – 2 in the preliminary round-robin but really turned it on when it counted beating Denmark 2 to 1 in the semi-finals, and defeating Sweden 4 – 2 in penalty throws to win the gold medal.

“We had a great 'building' tournament,” said Canadian Blind Sports High Performance Head Coach Janice Dawson.  “Patience was our strength.  We learned from each game and modified our skills and strategies as we went along.”

“Amy Kneebone showed great leadership, defense and contributed offensively,” Dawson added, “and as always Nancy Morin was a leader in offense and was solid defensively. Whitney Burk, Shawn Marsolais and Cassie Orgeles all stepped up, with Cassie scoring her first international goal. Jill MacSween had her first taste of international competition as well.”
“I'm very pleased with the result and very proud of all our players” she concluded.

Bill Teale of the Audio Sports Network provided live play-by-play of the event, and the broadcast has been archived at: http://pressakey.net/intercup10/index.php.

The Canadian Blind Sports men’s Goalball team that competed in the 7th International Goalball Tournament in Izola, Slovenia started the event well and was the only undefeated team of the preliminary round-robin.  The team was edged out by Iran in the semi-finals by a score of 3 – 2, and lost the bronze medal game to hometown Slovenia 4 – 1. 
In the end the men finish with an overall record of 4 – 2, and were 4th out of 11 teams in a very competitive tournament.
“Everyone played,” said Canadian Blind Sports Coach Annie Pouliot, “we used this tournament as an opportunity to provide lots of court time, and especially to help 2 new centers to gain experience.”

The team consisted of Paralympians Mario Caron, Bruno Haché, and Brendan Gaulin, as well as Simon Tremblay, Doug Ripley, and Ahmad Zevidavi. 
More information about the Paralympic Sport of Goalball is available at www.canadianblindsports.ca with a short promo video at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Sjoe5yD7TI. 
Canadian Blind Sports is the recognized national sports organization for Goalball in Canada and advocates within the sport system on behalf of Canadians who are blind / visually impaired.

Goalball is a fast-paced, Paralympic sport played by athletes who have a visual impairment or who are blind.  Played three on three, on a volley-ball size court, players track the ball by sound as they throw and defend blistering shots upwards of 80 kilometers per hour.
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For more information on the Canadian Blind Sports Association please visit: www.canadianblindsports.ca.
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