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PARALYMPIC NEWS RELEASE

Home Field Advantage: 2010 Vancouver Paralympic Games Begin Today with Opening Ceremonies
Athletes who are blind or visually impaired will compete in alpine skiing, biathlon, and cross-country skiing

March 12th, 2010 (Vancouver, BC) – The 2010 Paralympic Games begin today with the opening ceremonies and will feature 9 days of fierce competition wrapping up with the closing ceremonies on Sunday March 21st.  Just over 15 percent of Canadians competing are blind or visually impaired, 7 of the 46 Team Canada athletes will compete in alpine skiing, biathlon or cross country skiing along with their guides.
“I am so thrilled that the 2010 Paralympic Games are here,” said Carla Qualtrough, President of the Canadian Paralympic Committee, and former Paralympic Swimmer.  “I truly believe in the power of the Paralympic movement;” she continues, “as a visually impaired swimmer I got my start in life through sport, and I know that as we follow the fantastic achievements of all of the Canadian athletes over the course of the next 10 days the whole country will cheer on their successes.
“I also hope their performances inspire Canadians who are blind or visually impaired across the country,” she added, “and provides them with the spark to become involved in sport.  It can be a life changing experience!”
Alpine Canada has 2 athletes as who are visually impaired as part of their team, Viviane Forrest with guide Lindsay Debou, and Chris Williamson with guide Nick Brush.  Viviane, Chris and their guides will be competing in 4 events—the Downhill, Super-G, Slalom, and Giant Slalom— and each pair threaten to win Gold in their class in all 4 disciplines.  Both skiers have already won the 2010 World Cup Crystal Globes for most points overall in their category over the season.
Chris Williamson has previously competed in 2 Winter Paralympic Games, and has won a Paralympic gold, silver and bronze medal over the course of his career.  

Viviane Forest has already won 2 summer Paralympic gold medals as part of the Canadian Blind Sports Women’s Goalball Teams that placed first in Sydney 2000 and Athens 2004.  Should she finish first in 1 of her 4 races in Vancouver, it is believed she will be the first athlete to win gold at both the summer and winter Paralympic Games.

Cross Country Canada has 5 athletes on their team who are blind or visually impaired.  Team members include Alexei Novikov with guide Jamie Stirling, Brian McKeever guided by brother Robin McKeever, Courtney Knight with guide Andrea Bundon, Margarita Gorbounova with guide Robert d’Arras, and Robbi Weldon with guide Brain Berry.  Many of these athletes will compete in both cross-country and biathlon events.
Two of the Canadian cross-country skiers are also decorated Paralympians, Brian McKeever has won 4 gold, 2 silver, and 1 bronze medal with his brother and guide Robin over the last 2 Paralympic games. In 2010 McKeever became the first athlete to qualify for the Winter Olympic Games and Winter Paralympic Games in the same year.  

Courtney Knight may be competing in her first Winter Paralympic Games but is a veteran of 4 summer Paralympics in Athletics, where she has won both a silver and a bronze medal in discuss, and a silver medal in pentathlon.

“Canadian Blind Sports is pleased to see Canadian athletes who are blind or visually impaired excel on the world stage,” said President Gary Steeves, “and on behalf of the organization I congratulate them for all their hard work in training and wish them the best of luck in next week’s competitions.”
“Additionally, these phenomenal athletes could not have excelled without the training programs and coaching staffs at Alpine Canada and Cross Country Canada, as well as their dedicated guides— we congratulate everyone involved on a job well done.”
Canadian Blind Sports will post the results of all of the competitors who are blind or visually impaired on our website www.canadianblindpsorts.ca, as well as links to media coverage of the event, and send out updates throughout the games. 
There will also be unprecedented television coverage for the 2010 Paralympic Games so be sure to check local listing for CTV, TSN, RDS and Rogers Sportsnet as they will have daily highlights and more throughout the week.
For more information on the athletes, and the sports please visit the Canadian Paralympic Committee’s website www.paralympic.ca. For complete schedule and results please visit http://www.vancouver2010.com/paralympic-games/schedule---results/.
“While there are still relatively few sports for athletes who are blind in the winter Paralympics, it is great to see that the Canadian competitors are world-class” said Canadian Blind Sports President Gary Steeves.  “In additional to these exceptional athletes, many Canadians across the country who are blind or visually impaired participate in other winter sports such as hockey and curling, as well as many summer sports such as goalball, athletics, cycling, judo and swimming to name a few. We hope Team Canada’s success at these games inspires others across the country to get involved and helps grow sport for athletes who are blind or visually impaired in the future across Canada.”
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Canadian Blind Sports is the recognized national sports organization for Goalball in Canada and advocates within the sport system on behalf of Canadians who are blind / visually impaired.
Canadians who are blind or visually impaired anywhere in Canada can call 
1-877-604-0480 or email info@canadianblindsports.ca to find out about sport opportunities near them.
For more information on the Canadian Blind Sports Association please visit: www.canadianblindsports.ca.
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