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2010 PARALYMPIC NEWS RELEASE

Canada Tied for Second in Medal Count as the 2010 Winter Paralympic Games Reach the Halfway Mark
Viviane Forest and Brian McKeever, skiers who are visually impaired, have won 3 of Canada’s 7 medals
March 17th, 2010 (Vancouver, BC) – At the halfway mark of the 2010 Vancouver Paralympic Winter Games, Canada sits tied for second with the Ukraine in the overall medal count having won 2 gold, 3 silver, and 2 bronze for a total of 7 medals.  Canadian athletes who are blind or visually impaired have won nearly half of the medals so far as cross-country skier and biathlete Brian McKeever has won a gold medal while alpine skier Viviane Forest has won both a silver and a bronze.

Viviane Forest and her guide, Lindsay Debou, started their competition strong winning Canada’s second medal of the games on Sunday afternoon as they claimed silver in the women’s slalom.  They were able to reach the podium again on Tuesday winning the bronze in the giant slalom despite the fact that Forest has been battling a groin injury that she suffered in training and re-aggravated this week.  After the bronze medal winning run Viviane collapsed at the finish line and was taken directly to the hospital.  
“It was definitely a challenge today,” said Forest, “My second run was really difficult but I made my way down and I am just really happy. This bronze medal feels like gold for me and I’m so happy with what I did today.”
Viviane has today off, but has a busy schedule as she is supposed to compete in the women’s downhill tomorrow, the super-g on Friday, and close out the games with the super-combined on Sunday.

Brian McKeever, and his brother / guide Robin McKeever, won Canada’s first gold medal of the 2010 Games—Canada’s first ever Paralympic Gold medal on home soil. They won the men’s cross country 20 km pursuit on Tuesday with a time of 51:14.7
“That was a lot of fun. It meant a lot,” said Brian McKeever, “That was the one we were waiting to win and that's the one we really wanted."  This is the McKeever’s 7th Paralympic medal, and was made all the more special as they had never won this event before.

McKeever is also competing in biathlon, and started the games by finishing 6th in the men’s biathlon 3 km pursuit on Saturday.

While none of Canada’s other athletes who are visually impaired have medaled yet at the games, alpine skier Chris Williamson and guide Nick Brush were certainly the closest as they finished 4th in the men’s giant slalom, missing the podium by only 0.4 seconds.  Williamson and Brush also competed in the men’s slalom where they finished 6th.  
“I’m going to try to put these two races behind me. I qualified pretty well in downhill training so I’m going to build on that and hopefully we can go from there. In order to win downhill I just need to ski faster,” said Williamson.  They will have 3 more chances to add to their medal count as they will compete in the downhill, the super-g and the super-combined.

Cross Country Canada’s athletes who are blind or visually impaired have also been quite busy competing in both biathlon and cross country events.  Alexei Novikov and guide Jamie Stirling finished 13th in both the men’s biathlon 3km pursuit and men’s cross country 20 km free.  Robbi Weldon and guide Brian Berry finished 6th in the women’s biathlon 3 km pursuit and 5th in the women’s cross country 15km free.  Courtney Knight and guide Andrea Bundon finished 9th in the women’s biathlon 3 km pursuit, and were very happy with the improvement of their overall time.  Finally, Margarita Gorbounova, and guide Robert d’Arras, finished 11th in the women’s biathlon 3 km pursuit and 7th in the women’s cross country 15 km free.
For complete schedule and results please visit http://www.vancouver2010.com/paralympic-games/schedule---results/.

Canadian Blind Sports will post links to media coverage of the event on our website www.canadianblindsports.ca, and send out updates throughout the games. 
There will also be unprecedented television coverage for the 2010 Paralympic Games so be sure to check local listings for CTV, TSN, RDS and Rogers Sportsnet as they will have daily highlights and more throughout the week.
For more information on the athletes, and the sports please visit the Canadian Paralympic Committee’s website www.paralympic.ca. 
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Canadian Blind Sports is the recognized national sports organization for Goalball in Canada and advocates within the sport system on behalf of Canadians who are blind / visually impaired.
Canadians who are blind or visually impaired anywhere in Canada can call  1-877-604-0480 or email info@canadianblindsports.ca to find out about sport opportunities near them.
For more information on the Canadian Blind Sports Association please visit: www.canadianblindsports.ca.
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