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PARALYMPIC NEWS RELEASE
2008 Paralympics Set to Begin:
Goalball Teams and other athletes who are blind / visually impaired and looking to make a big impact  
September 5, 2008 (Beijing, China) – The highly anticipated 2008 Paralympic Games officially kick-off tomorrow  with long-time BC Blind Sports member Donovan Tildesley set to lead the Canadian Paralympic Team into the Bird’s Nest Stadium as Canada’s flag-bearer.
Twenty-nine Canadian athletes who are blind or visually impaired will compete in Goalball, Athletics, Cycling, Judo and Swimming – twenty-one of whom are current members of one of Canadian Blind Sports’ provincial member associations.  Nearly 1 in 5 of the 143 Canadian Paralympians are athletes who are blind or visually impaired.
“We are very pleased to see so many Canadian athletes who are blind or visually impaired having so much success on the international level,” said Canadian Blind Sports President Gary Steeves, “it really is a testament to how strong blind sports are in Canada.  I wish all of the athletes’ good luck and am looking forward to all of their accomplishments in Beijing – especially Canadian Blind Sports’ own world-class Goalball teams!”  
The Canadian Women’s Goalball Team enters the 2008 Paralympics ranked 1st in the world, they are the back-to-back defending Paralympic gold medalists (Sydney 2000, Athens 2004), and are the reigning World Champions (Spartanburg, 2006).  
The 2008 Canadian Blind Sports Women’s Paralympic Goalball Team features Amy Alsop (Saskatoon, SK), Amy Kneebone (Charlottetown, PEI), Annette Lisabeth (Langton, ON), Nancy Morin (Montéal, QC), Contessa Scott (Clyde River, PEI), and newcomer Shawna Ryan (Saskatoon, SK).  The team will be coached by Head Coach Janice Dawson (Calgary, AB) and Assistant Annie Pouliot (Montréal, QC), who led Canada to its first-ever World Championship in Goalball in 2006.  Long-time team physiotherapist Marie-Claire Holland has recently became a mother (congratulations!) and will be replaced for the 2008 Games by Maggie Kayes (Calgary, AB).
The team features a nice blend of experience and youth—Alsop, Morin, and Scott were part of the teams that won all three of these impressive championships, while Lisabeth was part of the 2004 Paralympic and 2006 World Championship teams, Kneebone was on the team that won Worlds in 2006, and Ryan joins the team in 2008 and will be participating in her first major international multi-sport competition.  
The 2008 Canadian Blind Sports Paralympic Men’s Goalball Team likely features the most experience out of any team in the tournament with a combined 15 Paralympic appearances.  Currently ranked 6th in the world, the men will be looking to reach the podium in the 12 team event, and will be relying on the veteran leadership of center Jeff Christy as well as all-time leading Paralympic goal-scorer Mario Caron.

The 2008 team features Mario Caron (St-Jean Port Jolie, QC), Jeff Christy (Ottawa, ON), brother Rob Christy (Ottawa, ON), Bruno Haché (Sherbrook, QC), Dean Kozak (Bentley, AB) and newcomer Brendan Gaulin (Laval, QC).  Head Coach Danny Snow (Montréal, QC / Calgary, AB) has over 25 years experience coaching Goalball and is one of the most knowledgeable tacticians in the game, while Assistant Mike Huzuliak (Calgary, AB) will be making his first Paralympic appearance.  Isabelle Trottier (Quebec, QC) is the physiotherapist for the Men’s Team.
Like the women’s team, Canadian Blind Sports 2008 Paralympic Men’s Goalball Team has the necessary veteran leadership to be competitive in the tournament, Caron, J. Christy, and Kozak all have silver medals from the 1996 Paralympic Games in Atlanta, R. Christy has been to two Worlds and two Paralympics.  The team also has a nice balance of youth to sustain the program in the future, Haché has only been to one Paralympics and has already developed into a force on the court having been named MVP of the 2008 Canadian Blind Sports National Goalball Championships, and Gaulin is still junior aged while attending his very first Paralympic Games.
Rounding out the Canadian Goalball contingent, Canadian Blind Sports’ High Performance Director Alan Carlsson is in Beijing serving as team-leader.
Canadian Blind Sports is also proud of our world class Goalball Referees and International Table Officials (ITO’s).  Level 3 referee’s Alan Wareham and Claude Dagenais were selected by the International Blind Sports Federation (IBSA) to officiate in the tournament, and Darlene Murphy and Lorna Snow will be ITO’s.  Jim Leask (Clagary, AB), is the Chair of the IBSA Goalball subcommittee and is in Beijing as the representative to the International Paralympic Committee (IPC) sports council.
Athletics Canada, Cycling Canada, Judo Canada, and Swimming Canada also have athletes who are visually impaired or who are blind competing on their Paralympic Teams—the majority of whom are also members of Canadian Blind Sports.  
Athletics Canada is sending runners Dustin Walsh and guide Steve Walters (Westminster, BC), and brothers Jason Dunkerly (Ottawa, ON) with guide Greg Dailey (Hamilton, ON) and Jonathan Dunkerley (Ottawa, ON) with guide Sean Young (Ennismore, ON).

Cycling Canada is sending current BC Blind Sports President Brian Cowie (Vancouver, BC) with pilot Devin Smibert (Calgary, AB), Daniel Chalifour (St-Jérôme, QC) with pilot Alexandre Cloutier (Quebec, QC), Geneviève Ouellet (Amos, QC) with pilot Mathilde Hupin (Bromont, QC), and Stéphane Cote (Chicoutimi, QC) with pilot Pierre-Olivier Boily (Roberval, QC).

Only athletes who are blind or visually impaired compete in Paralympic Judo, Judo Canada is sending Bill Morgan (Perry Sound, ON) who has been involved with Ontario Blind Sports for many years and will be competing at his third straight Paralympics.
Finally, Swimming Canada has an impressive 9 swimmers who are blind or visually impaired on their team, led by CPC’s 2008 flag-bearer Donovan Tildesley (Vancouver, BC).  Amber Thomas (Drayton valley, AB), Brian Hill (Duncan, BC), Chelsey Gotell (Antigonish, NS), brother Devin Gotell (Antigonish, NS), Jaqueline Rennebohm (Regina, SK), Jessica Tuomela (Salt Ste. Maruie, ON), Kirby Côté (Winnipeg, MB), and Valérie Grand’maison (Fleurimont, QC) will all be competing for Canada. Tappers for the team include Christena Hurley (Saut. Ste. Marie, ON) and Hugh Tildesley (Vancouver, BC).
Visit www.canadianblindsports.ca for daily updates on Canadian Blind Sports Paralympic Goalball Teams as well as all Canadian athletes competing in the Games who are blind or visually impaired.  The website will feature links to media coverage from coast to coast, the complete Goalball schedule, information on how to listen to the Goalball games live, as well as results and in depth coverage about Canada’s Goalball athletes.

CBC will be broadcasting the opening ceremonies tomorrow, Saturday September 6th from 19:00 – 20:00 local time across the country (except the Atlantic time zone where it will air at 20:00), and will be rebroadcast on Monday at 00:30 – 01:30.  CBC will also provide streaming video at http://www.cbc.ca/sports/paralympics/, and highlight packages every Saturday afternoon throughout September (Full schedule available at www.cbc,ca/sports/paralympiucs or on www.canadianblindsports.ca). 
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The Canadian Blind Sports Association is the recognized national sports organization for Goalball in Canada and advocates within the sport system on behalf of Canadians who are blind / visually impaired.

Goalball is a fast-paced, Paralympic sport played by athletes who have a visual impairment or who are blind.  Played three on three, on a volley-ball size court, players track the ball by sound as they defend blistering shots upwards of 80 kilometers per hour.

For more information on the Canadian Blind Sports Association please visit: www.canadianblindsports.ca.
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