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NEWS RELEASE
2010 IBSA Goalball World Championships 

Day 3 Update
Canadian Women Split the Day 1 - 1; Men Cruise Through Belgium
(Sheffield, England – June 22nd 2010) – On day 3 of the 2010 International Blind Sports Federation (IBSA) Goalball World Championships the schedule flipped and each of the women’s teams played 2 games while the men’s teams only played 1.  The Canadian Women split the day - first falling to the USA 6 – 1 but then rebounding by soundly beating Greece 5 – 1.  The Canadian men kept their quarter-final hopes alive as they cruised through Belgium 8 – 2 in a must win game.  Entering tomorrow’s final day of preliminary round-robin competition both the Canadian Women’s and Men’s Goalball Teams face important games.

On the women’s side, after the game against the USA, the Canadian coaches spent the day reviewing game footage of Greece as they are known as a tricky team who are capable of upsetting top teams with unusual tactics.  The Canadian Women’s Goalball Team prevailed, and have ensured they will qualify for the quarter-finals no lower than 3rd in Pool X.  With the 5 – 1 win, the offensively charged Canadian women have now scored 5 goals in each of their 3 victories.

"Greece tried a novel strategy to try and upset our rhythm and game plan,” said Canadian Blind Sports Women’s Coach Annie Pouliot, “but the women executed great offense for the win."
After winning their game against Canada this morning the USA is a lock to qualify 1st overall in Pool X.  This means tomorrow’s final preliminary women’s game between Canada and Sweden will determine who finishes 2nd in Pool X.  Canada currently sits in 2nd with a 3 – 1 record, while Sweden sits in 3rd with a 2 – 2 record.  If Sweden beats Canada tomorrow, both teams would finish with 3 wins and 2 losses, but Sweden would have the victory in the head-to-head matchup – which is the first tiebreaker.  Both teams will ultimately qualify for the quarter-finals, but the winner of the game will earn the right to play the 3rd place qualifier in Pool Y. 
The Canadian Men’s Goalball Team got into penalty trouble early in the tournament, and fell to a 1 – 3 record after facing the 2 top seeds in Pool A on Monday.  With only 1 game on Tuesday, the men knew they were facing a must-win situation against Belgium and delivered by beating them 8 – 2.  Brendan Gaulin continued to build off his performance against China and scored 4 goals in the first half against the Belgians, while Simon Tremblay made his World Championships debut in the second half.

Canadian Blind Sports High Performance Head Coach Janice Dawson believes that "the team has jelled well after facing their toughest adversaries early in the tournament.”  Dawson believes, “The performance in the China game acted nicely as a catalyst for the team." 
The team will need to remain strong and win both their remaining games tomorrow to have a chance to qualify for the quarter finals.  First up they will play the Germans, followed by Iran – which has been the surprise team of the tournament—as they entered the tournament ranked 9th and remain undefeated having knocked off defending Paralympic Gold Medalist China. 
The Canadian Blind Sports Women’s National Goalball Team for the 2010 IBSA Goalball World Championships is:

Amy Kneebone (Resides: Ottawa, ON / From: Charlottetown, PEI)

Nancy Morin (Longueil, QC)

Whitney Burk (Ottawa, ON)

Shawn Marsolais (New Westminster, BC)

Cassie Orgeles (St. Catharines, ON)

Jillian MacSween (Resides: Brantford Ontario / From: Halifax, NS)
High Performance Head Coach Janice Dawson (Calgary, AB)
Women’s Coach Annie Pouliot (Gatineau, QC)
The Canadian Blind Sports Men’s National Goalball Team for the 2010 IBSA Goalball World Championships is:

Mario Caron (St-Eustache, QC)

Brendan Gaulin (Resides: Vancouver, BC / From; Montreal, QC)

Bruno Haché (Dorval, QC)
Doug Ripley (New Westminster, BC)

Jeff Christy (Ottawa, ON)

Simon Tremblay (Val-Bélair, QC)
High Performance Head Coach Janice Dawson (Calgary, AB)
Men’s Coach Danny Snow (Calgary, AB)

Canadian results will be available daily, and a final recap of all the action will be available at the tournament’s end at www.canadianblindsports.ca. 
The official website for the event is www.worldgoalball2010.com.  Results are being posted regularly through the event’s Twitter account at http://twitter.com/worldgoalball.
The Audio Sports Network’s Bill Teale will be providing live play-by-play throughout the event at http://pressakey.net/wc2010/
More information about the Paralympic Sport of Goalball is available at www.canadianblindsports.ca with a short promo video at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Sjoe5yD7TI. 
Canadian Blind Sports is the recognized national sports organization for Goalball in Canada and advocates within the sport system on behalf of Canadians who are blind / visually impaired.

Goalball is a fast-paced, Paralympic sport played by athletes who have a visual impairment or who are blind.  Played three on three, on a volley-ball size court, players track the ball by sound as they throw and defend blistering shots upwards of 80 kilometers per hour.
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For more information on the Canadian Blind Sports Association please visit: www.canadianblindsports.ca.

For more information please contact:

Matt Morrow

Canadian Blind Sports
Participation Director / Communications
604.812-6786 mobile
604.410.0480 office
matt@canadianblindsports.ca
