[image: image1.jpg]Canadian Blind Sports
Sports Aveugles Canada




NEWS RELEASE
Three Teams Perfect After Day 1 of the 

2010 Canadian Blind Sports National Goalball Championships 

(Calgary, AB – March 26th 2010) – The first day of competition at the 2010 Canadian Blind Sports National Goalball Championships has ended with the undefeated Quebec team in first place on the men’s side, while Ontario 1 remains the favorite to repeat as Champions on the women’s side.  The event, which is hosted by the Alberta Sports and Recreation Association for the Blind (ASRAB), features 11 teams from 6 provinces competing for the men’s and women’s National Goalball Championship Titles at the Calgary French and International School in Calgary, Alberta.

In the men’s bracket, all teams have played two of their five preliminary games and last year’s silver medalists from Quebec sit alone in first as the only men’s team to win both matches, having beaten Nova Scotia 11 – 3 and Alberta 6 - 1.  The Ontario All-Blacks are in 2nd place having posted 1 win and 1 tie, while the hometown Alberta team and BC are tied for 3rd as each have a win and a loss, although Alberta beat BC in the first game of the event.  Nova Scotia has earned a point by tying Ontario and sit in 5th, while Manitoba are winless and remain in 6th.

On the women’s side, three teams reached the halfway mark of the tournament having played two of their four preliminary round matches, while the remaining two teams only played once and will have to play three times tomorrow.  After the first day of action, Ontario 1 are still the favorites to win their 3rd straight National Championship as they beat Alberta 5 – 0 and routed Quebec 12 – 3.  BC and Ontario 2 sit tied for 2nd with one win each. However, BC holds the advantage of having only played once and are still undefeated.  Quebec and Alberta are both winless, though Quebec has only played once.

There is still plenty of goalball to play, with the remaining 14 preliminary games scheduled for tomorrow and the semi-finals and medal games on Sunday.  Full scores and standings are below; tomorrow morning’s results will be available at www.canadianblindsports.ca in the early afternoon, while a full-day recap and the schedule for the semis will be available around 7:00pm MST.
The 2010 Canadian Blind Sports National Goalball Championships are open to the general public and media. Games run from 10:00am to 6:15pm on Friday March 26th, 9:30am to 6:30pm on Saturday March 27th, and begin at 8:30am with the men’s gold medal scheduled to start at 2:30pm on Sunday March 28th.  All games are at the Calgary French and International School, 700 – 77 Street SW, Calgary, AB.

Men’s Games - Scores

Alberta 5
vs
BC 2

Ontario 11
vs
Manitoba 3

Quebec 11
vs
Nova Scotia 3

BC 13

vs
Manitoba 3

Quebec 6
vs
AB 1

Ontario 3
vs
Nova Scotia 3

Men’s Games – Standings (Day 1)

3 points for a win, 1 for a tie, 0 for a loss.

Quebec

6

Ontario

4

Alberta

3

BC

3

Nova Scotia
1

Manitoba
0

Women’s Games

1 Ontario 5
vs
Alberta 0

BC 8

vs
2 Ontario 3

1 Ontario 12
vs
Quebec 3

2 Ontario 9
vs
Alberta 3
Women’s Games – Standings (Day 1)

3 points for a win, 1 for a tie, 0 for a loss.

1 Ontario
6 (played 2 games)

BC

3 (Played 1 game)

2 Ontario
3 (Played 2 games)

Quebec

0 (Played 1 game)

Alberta

0 (Played 2 games)

More information about the Paralympic Sport of goalball is available at www.canadianblindsports.ca with a short promo video at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Sjoe5yD7TI. 
Canadian Blind Sports is the recognized national sports organization for Goalball in Canada and advocates within the sport system on behalf of Canadians who are blind / visually impaired.

Goalball is a fast-paced, Paralympic sport played by athletes who have a visual impairment or who are blind.  Played three on three, on a volley-ball size court, players track the ball by sound as they throw and defend blistering shots upwards of 80 kilometers per hour.
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For more information on the Canadian Blind Sports Association please visit: www.canadianblindsports.ca.

For more information please contact:

Matt Morrow

Canadian Blind Sports
Participation Director / Communications
604.812-6786 mobile
604.410.0480 office
matt@canadianblindsports.ca
