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NEWS RELEASE
New Champions BC Win First National Title while Ontario Women Win 3rd Straight Championship in Dominant Fashion
(March 28th 2010 – Calgary, AB) The 2010 Canadian Blind Sports National Goalball Championships concluded today with the men from BC claiming their first National Championship Title, while Team Ontario One won its 3rd straight women’s Title.  The day was filled with close games, including 2 overtime finishes that were seconds from going to extra-throws, all of which made for a wildly entertaining finish to the event.
Last year BC and the Ontario All-Blacks tied 2 – 2 in regulation time of the men’s bronze medal game, went scoreless in overtime, and Ontario ultimately won in extra throws.  This year they faced each other in the gold medal game, tied 2 – 2 in regulation time, but Doug Ripley scored with a minute and a half left in the second overtime to secure the victory and give BC its first ever Men’s National Goalball Championship Title.  Ontario claims the silver medal, and maintains their remarkable medal streak which is now at least 14, including 11 straight gold medals from 1996 to 2007.  
There were many examples of young players demonstrating that they belonged in the senior championships at the 2010 games, especially considering 4 of the 6 players on the floor for the gold medal game were under 25 years of age.  Ontario’s Dylan Johnson and BC’s Brendan Gaulin were particularly effective on offense, as Johnson led the tournament in scoring with 23 goals while Gaulin finished 3rd with 21.

Teams Quebec and Alberta have faced each other in the past 2 gold medal games, splitting the series with 1 win each, however this year it was Quebec’s turn again to win as they took home the men’s bronze medal.  It is always a spirited affair when these 2 teams meet, and today’s matchup proved to be no different.  Quebec appeared to be running out of time as they trailed 6 -5 with just over a minute to go, however 2 quick goals were enough to give them the 7 – 6 victory and the bronze. 

Goals aplenty were scored in the men’s 5th place classification match between Nova Scotia and Manitoba, both teams played their entire bench, and Nova Scotia prevailed 11 to 8. 

On the women’s side, Ontario One cruised through Quebec 11 – 1 in their semi-final, and then beat BC 6 – 1 to capture their 3rd straight women’s National Goalball Championship Title.  Ontario One is now unbeaten in 2 straight National Goalball Championships, and as they are a young team they will look to continue to dominate the women’s division for years to come. 

The Team BC Women improved upon last year’s bronze medal performance by winning the silver medal for the first time since any of their current roster played the sport, while Team Ontario Two took the bronze by defeating Quebec 6 – 4.  Team Alberta finishes the tournament in 5th, and will be looking forward to the Canadian Blind Sports Junior Goalball Championships in April where they are the defending gold medalists.

The Alberta Sports and Recreation Association for the Blind (ASRAB) did a superb job hosting the 2010 Canadian Blind Sports National Goalball Championships in Calgary, Alberta.  Featuring 11 teams competing over 3 days, all of the officials, organizers, and volunteers were incredible. Congratulations to the organizing committee on a successful event.    
A final release with this year’s MVP and Spirit Award Winners will be available tomorrow after tonight’s banquet where they will be announced.
Full scores and standings are below.  
Men’s Games - Scores

Preliminary Round
Friday

Alberta 5
vs
BC 2

Ontario 11
vs
Manitoba 3

Quebec 11
vs
Nova Scotia 3

BC 13
vs
Manitoba 3

Quebec 6
vs
AB 1

Ontario 3
vs
Nova Scotia 3

Saturday

Ontario 6
vs
BC 3

Quebec 11
vs
Manitoba 5

Alberta 10
vs
Nova Scotia 3

Alberta 6
vs
Ontario 4

BC 11
vs
Quebec 1

N.S. 13
vs
Manitoba 4

Ontario 7
vs
Quebec 2

BC 7

vs
Nova Scotia 4

Manitoba 7
vs
Alberta 3
Finals

Semi-Final: Ontario 4
vs
Alberta 3

Semi-Final: BC 5

vs
Quebec 4

5th vs 6th: N.S. 11

vs
Manitoba 8

Bronze: Quebec 7 
vs
Alberta 6

GOLD: BC 3

vs
Ontario 2 (2nd Overtime)

Men’s Games – Preliminary Standings

3 points for a win, 1 for a tie, 0 for a loss.

1. Ontario

10

2. BC


9 (+17 goals for – goals against)
3. Quebec

9 (+ 4 goals for – goals against)
4. Alberta

9 (+2 goals for – goals against)
5. Nova Scotia
4

6. Manitoba

3
Men’s Games – Final Standings

1. BC

2. Ontario

3. Quebec

4. Alberta

5. Nova Scotia

6. Manitoba
Women’s Games
Preliminary Round
Friday

1 Ontario 5

vs
Alberta 0

BC 8


vs
2 Ontario 3

1 Ontario 12
vs
Quebec 3

2 Ontario 9

vs
Alberta 3
Saturday

BC 8

vs
Quebec 1

1 Ontario 6
vs
2 Ontario 1

BC 4

vs
Alberta 0

2 Ontario 7
vs
Quebec 2

1 Ontario 3
vs
BC 1

Quebec 5
vs
Alberta 4
Finals

Semi-Final: 1 Ontario 11
vs
Quebec 1
Semi-Final: BC 4


vs
2 Ontario (2nd Overtime)

Bronze: 2 Ontario 6

vs
Quebec 4

Gold: 1 Ontario 6

vs
BC 1

Women’s Games – Preliminary Standings 

3 points for a win, 1 for a tie, 0 for a loss.

1 Ontario
12

BC

9 

2 Ontario
6 

Quebec
3 

Alberta
0 
Women’s Games – Final Standings

1. 1 Ontario

2. BC

3. 2 Ontario

4. Quebec

5. Alberta

More information about the Paralympic Sport of goalball is available at www.canadianblindsports.ca with a short promo video at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Sjoe5yD7TI. 
Canadian Blind Sports is the recognized national sports organization for Goalball in Canada and advocates within the sport system on behalf of Canadians who are blind / visually impaired.
Goalball is a fast-paced, Paralympic sport played by athletes who have a visual impairment or who are blind.  Played three on three, on a volley-ball size court, players track the ball by sound as they throw and defend blistering shots upwards of 80 kilometers per hour.
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For more information on the Canadian Blind Sports Association please visit: www.canadianblindsports.ca.
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