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NEWS RELEASE
2010 Canadian Blind Sports 

Junior Goalball Championships Underway

8 excited teams arrive in Brantford for 5th annual competition

(Brantford, Ontario – Friday April 23rd, 2010) The 2010 Canadian Blind Sports Junior Goalball Championships began today with a rousing opening ceremony in Brantford, Ontario.  Teams marched in following  W. Ross Macdonald School staff Bill Gall’s  live bagpipes, capped by local celebrity Walter Gretzky and Principal Don Neale threw the ceremonial first ball at 11:00 am.  This is the 5th annual Canadian Goalball Championships for athletes aged 20 and under, and is the third time that they have been hosted by the Ontario Blind Sports Association and the great organizing committee at the W. Ross Macdonald School for the Blind.

The event will feature 23 games to be played in both junior men’s and women’s divisions from Friday to Sunday, with the women’s gold medal match set for 1:00pm and the men’s immediately after at 2:00pm on Sunday the 25th.  Local media are invited to attend, as well as the general public of, who will be treated to a new and unique sporting experience.  A full schedule will be available at www.canadianblindsports.ca.

The junior women’s bracket features the same 3 teams as last year, with 2009 Champions Alberta defending their title against teams BC and Ontario in a double-round-robin format.  Last year’s event featured a very even preliminary round however Alberta ultimately defeated Ontario in a thrilling gold medal game.  All 3 teams are capable of winning the tournament, although the hometown crowd will definitely be rooting for Ontario.  BC is off to a good start though, having beaten Alberta 6 to 2 in the first women’s game of the tournament.

On the junior men’s side, Ontario Blind Sports has doubled their chances of medaling by entering 2 teams into this year’s competition.  The field is rounded out by teams from Alberta, BC, and New Brunswick.  Last year BC won the gold medal while Ontario Black won silver for the 3rd straight year, and they will be looking for crowd support as they vie  for their first championship at the junior event.  Ontario Black got off to a good start beating BC by a score of 10 to 7 in a fast paced, high scoring opening match.  Alberta edged the much improved New Brunswick team by a score of 6 – 4, after New Brunswick found themselves in penalty trouble in the second half.

This year’s games are poised to feature some of the best junior Goalball yet.  All 6 junior men who won silver representing Canada at last summer’s International Blind Sports Federation (IBSA) Pan American Games in Colorado Springs will be in action, and are evenly spread out with 2 members each on Alberta, BC and Ontario.  Similarly, 5 of the 6 junior women who won Bronze at the IBSA Pan Am’s will be playing, with 2 members on each of BC and Alberta, and 1 athlete on the Ontario team.

For more information on the event please contact Matt Morrow, Canadian Blind Sports Participation / Communication Director (on site) at matt@canadianblindsports.ca or 604-812-6786.

Results will be available throughout the competition at www.canadianblindsports.ca.

Canadian Blind Sports is the recognized national sports organization for Goalball in Canada and advocates within the sport system on behalf of Canadians who are blind / visually impaired.

Goalball is a fast-paced, Paralympic sport played by athletes who have a visual impairment or who are blind.  Played three on three, on a volley-ball size court, players track the ball by sound as they throw and defend blistering shots upwards of 80 kilometers per hour.
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For more information on the Canadian Blind Sports Association please visit: www.canadianblindsports.ca.
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