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NEWS RELEASE
2010 Canadian Blind Sports Junior Goalball Championships 
Culminate with Ultra-Competitive Finals on Sunday

BC Junior Men Defend 2009 Title; Ontario Junior Women Back on Top

(Brantford, Ontario – April 27, 2010) The 5th annual Canadian Blind Sports Junior Goalball Championships (U-21) culminated with a final day of extremely competitive matches this past Sunday.  All medal games were decided by a single goal, and for the first time at the Junior Championships a game was decided by extra-throws.  8 teams with athletes from 5 provinces competed in both junior men’s and women’s divisions over the 3 day competition at the W. Ross MacDonald School for the Blind in Brantford Ontario.

On the junior women’s side the hometown Ontario Team regained the National Title after finishing 2nd last year.  They won the preliminary double-round-robin earning a bye to the gold medal game where they faced Team BC.  Ontario fell behind early on, but drew off of the support of the raucous crowd to come back and win the game in exciting fashion by a score of 3 – 2.

The BC junior women edged Alberta 2 – 1 in the semi-final, and came up just short in the gold medal game earning the silver medal in the process.  Team Alberta entered the event as the defending 2009 Champions and they finish 3rd this year, demonstrating just how competitive the Canadian junior women’s division is.

On the junior men’s side, the first game of the tournament on Friday morning was an exciting rematch of the 2009 final, and saw the Ontario Blacks beat Team BC by a score of 10 – 7.  The last game of the tournament –the gold medal match on Sunday—featured the same 2 teams and was even more exciting as it had several lead changes, penalty shots, and excellent overall play.  In the end it was Team BC edging the Ontario Blacks 6 to 5 with a late game rally to retain their National Title.  Ontario Blacks win the silver medal.
The junior men’s bronze medal match showcased the much improved New Brunswick junior boys against Team Alberta and went to extra-throws which was a first at the Junior Goalball Championships.  The game was a low scoring affair with Alberta taking the lead on a penalty shot in the first half, and New Brunswick tying the game on the first shot of the second half: that would be it for the scoring.  After 2 overtime halves the game went to extra throws with New Brunswick scoring the decisive goal on the last shot to win 2 - 1.  This is New Brunswick’s first medal at the Junior Goalball Championships and with their youth they could easily become the team to beat in the future. 
The Ontario Whites junior men’s team was comprised of all rookie players and they demonstrated marked improvement as the tournament progressed.  They finished 5th and will no doubt be much improved by the 2011 Championships.

New to the 2010 Canadian Blind Sports Junior Goalball Championships the organizing committee named a tournament all-star team for each sex.  Voted on by the coaches (who could not vote for their own players) the 2010 Junior Men’s All-Star Team was BC’s Brendan Gaulin, Ontario’s Dylan Johnson, and New Brunswick’s Simon Richard; the 2010 Junior Women’s All-Star Team was Ontario’s Cassie Orgeles, BC’s Angel Lu-Lebel, and Alberta’s Tiana Knight. Congratulations to all of the athletes who competed in the championships on great play all around.

The impact that the 5 year old Canadian Junior Goalball Championships has already had on the sport in Canada is clearly evident with the success that many junior athletes are having at the National Level.  Ontario’s Dylan Johnson and BC’s Brendan Gaulin were numbers 1 and 3 in overall scoring at this year’s Canadian National Goalball Championships in Calgary while helping their teams to gold and silver respectively.
BC’s Angel Lu-Lebel and Ashlie Andrews were on the silver medal winning women’s team at Nationals, while Ontario’s Jillian MacSween, Cassie Orgeles, and Sarah Hargraves were on the bronze medal winning “Ontario Two.” In fact, 17 of the 37 athletes who competed in this year’s Canadian Junior Goalball Championships were also on the rosters of their respective Provincial Teams at the Canadian National Goalball Championships.  After the athletes demonstrated such a high level of play once again at this year’s Junior Goalball Championships it is clear that the future of Goalball in Canada is quite bright.

The 2010 Canadian Blind Sports Junior Goalball Championships were the best yet and Canadian Blind Sports congratulates the Ontario Blind Sports Association and the organizing committee at the W. Ross MacDonald School for the Blind on a fantastic job of hosting the event.  The 2011 Canadian Junior Goalball Championships will be returning to W. Ross in Brantford and will surely deliver the same high intensity competition they did this year. 

Canadian Blind Sports is the recognized national sports organization for Goalball in Canada and advocates within the sport system on behalf of Canadians who are blind / visually impaired.

Goalball is a fast-paced, Paralympic sport played by athletes who have a visual impairment or who are blind.  Played three on three, on a volley-ball size court, players track the ball by sound as they throw and defend blistering shots upwards of 80 kilometers per hour.
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For more information on the Canadian Blind Sports Association please visit: www.canadianblindsports.ca.
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